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THOUGHTS  ON  80MK 

^  ArntCmctits  of  Or.  H^ng. 

How  brifht  my  pro»|>ect  shinei !  Iloir  gloomy  thine  ! 

A  trembling  world,  mid  a  devouring  t*o<l  ! 

Karth,  but  the  shamble#  of  Omnipotence  ! 

Heaven's  face  all  stain'd  with  causeless  msssacres 
Of  countless  miJlions,  born  to  feui  the  pang 
Of  being  lost." 

THESE  sentiments  arc  addressed  hy  the  celebrated  Dr, 
Young,  to  the  profligate  infidel,  Lorcn^9.  The?  were  in- 
lended  to  contrast  the  horrors  of  the  doctriiie  whicb  denies 
a  future  existence,  with  the  elevated  hopes  and  sublime  pfos- 
pccis  w  hich  the  Christian  enjoys.  The  picture  of  Lorenzo's 
tbeoTy  is  highly  colored  ;  hut  will  be  generally  allowed  to 
be  drawn  with  fldeliiy.  We  are  naturally  attached  to  ex¬ 
istence  ;  and,  unless  grossly  blinded  by  philosoph^j^  preju¬ 
dice,  wc  feel  a  strong  desire  to  have  It  |)erpetuatt^.  Na¬ 
ture,  when  un warped  and  unsophisticated,  ht^ds  u*<^rofoi 
language  in  relation  to  this  subjectf  VVe  arc  not  to 
wonder,  that,  a  man  of  .strong  feclii^s,  of  haUc^- 
ioiprcssod  with  the  internal  cvidenc^W^the  truth  of  theM^ 
fiel,  should  express  himself  in  the* words  that  wo  jSve 
quoted. 

Kut  our  emotioot  of  surprise  will  be  excited,. when  vc  re¬ 
flect,  (hat,  the  man  who  penned  these  sentitnenU,  entertain* 
^  views  of  the  dealings  of  God,  that  niuM  be  considered 
inconsistent  and  rcvoliing  as  those  which'  he  has  attrilmted 
to  his  infidel.  Take  this  as  one  example.;  all  rationals, 
heaven  arms  with  a  most  lrcm;::iidous  power,  to  counteract 
its  own  most  grarioii^i  end-*.”  J«  it  consistent  to  supTK)se, 
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that  Deity  would  either  take  measures,  or  expose  himself 
to  the  liability,  to  have  his  own  gracious  purposes  defeated  ? 
H  our  author  were  correct  in  asserting,  that,  “  heaven  but 
pcrniits,  almighty  man  decrees,”  and  that,  “  man  is  the  ma¬ 
ker  of  immortal  fates^”  surely  none  can  wonder  that  “  earth 
should  become  the  shambles  of  omnipotence,”  or  “  heaven’s 
face  all  stained  with  causeless  massacres  of  countless  mil¬ 
lions,  born  to  feel  the  pang  of  being  lost.”  Such  catastro¬ 
phes  might  well  be  expected.  And  we  think  too,  that  Lo¬ 
renzo  might  have  justly  retaliated  the  severities  of  his  sage 
lecturer  by  evincing  that  his  system  of  belief  would  not  suf¬ 
fer  by  a  comparison  w  ith  that,  w  hich  to  the  latter  appear¬ 
ed  so  “  bright”  in  “  prospect.” 

Besides,  what  is  there  in  the  theory  wdiich  denies  to  man 
an  existence  beyond  this  life,  so  appalling  and  dreadful^ 
when  compareu  with  the  idea  of  endless  existence  in  misery 
and  woe  ?  Who  would  not  rather  cease  to  exist,  than  to  live 
for  ever  in. the  deepest  wretchedness  ?  Is  it  infidelity  alone^ 
which  involves  the  ideas  of  “  a  trembling  w'orld,  and  a  de¬ 
vouring  God”  ?  The  world  must  “  tremble”  before  such  a 
being ;  and  whether  he  has  formed  the  many  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  destruction,  or  “  armed  them”  w'ith  a  power,  w'hich 
they  will  be  likely,  or  certain  to  exert  to  defeat  the  objects  of 
grace,is  of  but  small  consequence  ;  the  effect  will  be  the  same. 

We  may  make  all  reasonable  allowance  for  what  is  called 
POETIC  liTCENCE  ;  w'c  ought  to  make  some  allowance  for  that 
warmth  of  feeling  which  often  transports  men  beyond  proper 
bounds  ;  but  wx  should  alw’ays  be  careful  that  our  expres¬ 
sions  on  religious  subjects  correspond  with  fact.  We  should 
endeavor,  that,  in  avoiding  one  extreme,  we  do  not  run  into 
another.  We  can  discover  no  proof  of  wisdom  in  clothing 
man  with  omnipotence  ;  and  if  we  believed  that  man  was 
invested  with  the  power  frequently  ascribed  to  him,  w'e 
should  tremble  for  the  fate  of  the  universe.  Nor  do  we 
readily  perceive  why  the  belief,  that  our  existence  ends  with 
this  life,  is  so  much  more  dreadful  than  that,  which  consigns^ 
many  to  imatterable  misery,  or  that,  which  makes  the  hap- 
'  piness  of  any  as  precarious  as  the  will  of  man.  Resting  in 
the  faiih  of  the  gospel  “  which  brings  life  and  immortality  to 
light,”  and  founds  salvation  upon  the  divine  will,  we  can 
cheerfully  adopt  this  sentiment  of  the  author  we  have  quoted  * 

An  all  prolific,  all  preserving  God  ! 

Tbh  were  a  God  indeed 


turrio.^. 
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.  ClcctCon. 

*  In  sQmc  preceding  numbers  of  this  work,  we  liavc  civci. 
our  views  of  the  doctrine  of  predestination.  We  shall  now 
offer  a  few  remarks  in  illustration  of  the  doctrine  of  election, 
which  Is  supposed  to  hold  a  near  relation  to  it.  That  the 
scriptures  recognize  an  election  of  individuals,  and  in  one 
instance  at  least,  of  a  nation,  to  certain  })cculiar  privileges, 
will  not  be  denied  by  those  who  arc  conversant  with  the  Bi¬ 
ble.  The  terms  which  express  this  idea,  are  too  fr(H|uently 
used  in  the  sacred  w’ritings,  to  leave  any  doubt  of  the  f;ict. 
The  general  question  at  issue  is,  how'  the  doctrine  of  partic¬ 
ular  election  is  to  be  understood  ?  In  exhibiting  our  view^  of 
this  subject,  we  shall  make  the  following  statements,  which 
we  believe  can  be  supported  by  reason  and  revelation  : 

First,  That.yiarticular  election  is  designed  for  general 
good  ;  or  in  other  words,  that  the  elect  arc  chosen  for  ilic 
good  of  the  non-elect  ;  and 

Secondly,  That  an  election  to  peculiaj  blessings  and  priv¬ 
ileges,  so  far  from  embracing  the  idea  of  reprobation,  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  general  plan  of  divine  providence,  and  do 
jjjonstratcs  the  benevolence  of  Deity. 

The  prophetic  scriptures  speak  of  the  Messiah  as  the  elect 
of  God.  Behold  my  servant  whom  I  uphold,  mine  elect, 
in  whom  my  soul  delighteth.”  But  those  scriptures  do  not 
convey  the  idea,  that  the  Messiah  was  chosen  merely,  to 
promote  his  own  exaltation  and  glorv,  and  still  less,  to  pro¬ 
mote  them  at  the  expense  of  the  fclicity  of  othcis.  Tin* 
same  prophet  w'ho  announces  the  fact,  that  God  had  cho¬ 
sen  Jesus  Christ  as  “  his  servant,  and  put  his  spirit  upon 
him,”  declares  that,  he would  give  him  for  a  covenant  h* 
the  people,  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles  ;  to  open  the  blind 
eyes,  to  bring  out  the  prisoners  from  the  prison,  and  theun 
that  sit  in  darkness  out  of  the  prison-house.”  .  By.  thU  rpio- 
taiion,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  benefit  of  the  election  of  ihV 
Messiah  to  the  office  which  he  was  to  sustain,  was  to  extend 
to  others,  and  even  to  the  most  dark,  and  ignorant,  and  af¬ 
flicted  portions  of  the  world.  The  f>eople  w  ho  w  ere  “  blind, 
who  were  in  prison,  and  in  prison-houseo?  were  not  an  clcei 
'•Qople  ;  yet  they  were  contemplated  as  subjects  to  be  be^;- 
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efitcd  bj  tlic  office  of  Christ  as  their  illuminator  and  deliv¬ 
erer  ;  and  he  was  specially  chosen  of  God,  not  to  elevate 
himself  above  his  brethren  of  the  human  family,  or  to  con¬ 
sign  any  of  them  to  mi^ery,  but  to  save  them  from  darkness, 
sin  and  death.  In  accomplishing  these  objects,  he  would 
have  to  suffer  more  than  others,  he  would  havts  to  meet  the 
scorn,  derision  and  calumny  of  his  enemies;  he  could  ex¬ 
pect  no  self-aggrandibement;  indeed,  he  could  look  for  no 
other  reward  than  what  he  should  derive  from  the  exercise 
qf  his  ow'n  benevolence,  and  the  approl/ation  of  the  Being 
who  appointed  him  to  the  office  of  a  Saviour. 

When  Christ  was  on  earth,  he  chose  twelve  apostles,  and 
afterwards  seventy  others,  to  promulgate  his  religion,  and 
assist  in  establishing  his  empire  on  the  earth.  tlicm  the 
Ijord  said,  “ye  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen 
you,  that  ye  should  go  out  into  all  the  world,  and  bring  forth 
fruit.”  The  design  of  the  appointment  of  these  men  was, 
that  they  should  instruct  the  world  in  moral  and  religious 
truth,  and  l>e  instruments  in  its  rcfoi’mation  to  virtue  and  ho¬ 
liness.  But  those  men  had  no  exclusive,  worldly  advan¬ 
tages  ;  in  most  respects,  they  suffered  more,  and  enjo^xd  less 
than  those  for  whom  they  labored.  They  w^ere,  indeed, 
called  “  the  lights  of  the  world,”  but  they  did  not  shine  to 
illuminate  themselves.  “  Their  light  was  to  shine  before 
men,  that  others  seeing  their  good  w  orks,  might  glorify  their 
Father  in  heaven,” 

Believers  are  also  considered  ns  cdecled,  and  for  purposes 
similar  to  those  w'hich  w'e  have  already  explained.  “Yc 
arc  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  nation, 
a  peculiar  people.”  To  those  wdio  receive  the  truths  of  the 
gospel  in  love,  “  it  is  given  to  believe  in  .Tesus  Christ,  on  his 
behalf,  as  well  as  to  suffer  for  his  sake.”  The  faith  of  a 
sincere,  believer  has  an  influence  upon  society  ;  it  acts  by 
Wray  of  example,  and  essentially  subserves  the  interests  of 
the  kingdom  of  Christ.  And  hence,  they  arc  told,  that  the 
purpose  of  th^ir  election  was,  that  they  “  should  shine  as 
lights,  in  the  midst  of  of  a  crookcdand  pcrverscgencration,” 
and  “  shew  forth  the  praises  of  him  who  had  called  them 
out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light.”  The  election  to 
duties  so  important  supposes,  that  many,' who  were  not  elect¬ 
ed,  were  to  derive  a  benefit  from  those  who  were  chosen’to 
perform  those  duties. 
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The  Jews  were  nn  elect  people  ;  they  were  “  ehofcn  oift 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,”  and  were  emphatically  cal¬ 
led  God’s  “  peculiar  people.”  They  were  not  elected  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  extraordinary  virtue  ;  for  in  this  they  were 
extremely  deficient.  It  W’as  necessary  that  a  nation  should 
f>c  instructed  in  the  truths  of  religion,  receive  “  the  lively 
oracles  of  God,”  and  be  the  depository  of  the  divine  law  ; 
that  through  them  other  nations  might  receive  the  blessings 
of  the  true  religion.  In  this  sense,  the  Jews  were  a  peculiar 
people,  “  chosen  of  God  and  precious  ”  ;  and  in  them,  in 
part,  the  promise  to  their  fathers  is  verified,  “  in  thee  and 
in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed.” 

We  conceive,  that  this  view  of  the  doctrine  of  election  is 
peri’ectly  consonant  to  the  general  course  of  Providence,  in 
subordinate  concerns.  Some  men  are  furtiished  with  pow¬ 
ers  and  talents  which  designate  them  as  the  instructors  ul 
others,  in  the  arts  and  sciences.  The  election  of  providence 
appears  to  fail  upon  a  few,  who  are  specially  qualified  to  be 
useful  to  their  fellow-men.  We  need  not  be  particular  in 
specifying  cases.  It  is  sufficient  to  remark,  that,  in  all  ca¬ 
ses  in  which  some  arc  elected  to  render  service  to  olhcrii. 
those  whom  they  serve,  are  not  in  that  sense  an  elect  f>ro 
pie,  though  it  is  certain  that  they  are  the  auljjects  of  the 
benefit  contemplated  in  the  act  of  election. 

In  closing  ih^e  observations,  it  may  be  said,  that  there  U 
an  important  relation  subsistifig  between  the  elect  and  tlx- 
non-elcct.  We  consider  this  a  legitimate  infereiK'e  from 
what  has  been  advanced.  '  We  cannot  separate  the  interests 
of  the  two  classes.  What  tlie  first  performs,  has  relation  to, 
and  is  designed  to  promote  the  goouof  the  last.  Thus,  un¬ 
der  the  Levitical  law',  the  whole  harvest  was  represented  in 
the  first  •fruits,  \vhK:h  were  specially  devoted  to  God,  being 
chosen  out  of  the  fickL,  and  carried  to  the  icre^de  with  re¬ 
joicing.  And  thus,  believers  arc  called  the  fit'st  fruits  un¬ 
to -God  and  the  Lamb,”  6lamling  in  relation  to  the  whole 
number  of  the  redeemed,  and  representing  the  iminense 
company,  composed  of  “.every  creature  in  llcnvcwt,  on 
earth,  'under  the  earth,  m  the  aeas,  and  such  as  are  in  tiicni, 
nscribmg  blessing,  glory,  honor,  thanksgiving  aiKl  power  to 
him  who  silteih  on  the  throne,  and  to  Lamb,  fo;- 
over.” 
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ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  MINHTRY.^ADDRESSED  TO  YOUNO 

PREACHERS. 

The  work  of  the  Christiarv  Ministry  is  justly  considered  of 
vast  importance,  and  as  involving  the  most  solemn  responsi¬ 
bilities.  For  these  reasons,  whoever  undertakes  to  perform 
its  duties,  should  engage  in  them  with  tlie  best  affections, 
and  Yvith  a  disposition  and  desires  suited  to  the  nature  and 
design  of  his  office..  If  we  view  religion  in  the  light  in  which 
the  scriptures  present  it,  and  if  we  receive  the  gospel  as  the 
special  communication  of  heaven  to  an  ignorant  and  sinful 
world, ‘we  shall  certainly  feel  but  little  disposed  to  trifle 
Yvith  that  employment  which  consists  in  imparting  moral  and 
influential  truths  to  mankind.  We  may  leave  to  the  vota¬ 
ries  of  infidelity  to  make  light  of  that  w  hich  was  intended  to 
enlighten  and  reform  the  children  of  men  ;  and  if  the  gos^ 
pel  must  be  “  to  the  Jews  a  stumbling-block,  and  to  the 
Greeks  foolishness,”  yet  to  those  who  appreciate  its  value, 
it  will  ever  appear,  and  be  treated,  as  the  wisdom  and  the 
power  of  God.” 

The  first  object  of  a  young  preacher  should  be  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  gain  a  correct  understanding  of  the  Christian  doc¬ 
trine,  in  all  its  parts,  and  in  their  several  connexions.  A 
man  may  have  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Christianity,  sufficient 
to  produce  a  belief  in  it,  as  a  general  system  ;  while  yet  he 
may  be  unacquainted  with  it  in  detail,  and  be  unable  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  relation  which  one  part  holds  to  another.  Every 
one,  therefore,  who  intends  to  engage  in  the  ministry  as  his 
vocation,  with  the  desire  to  render  it  profitable  to  his  hear¬ 
ers,  Yvill  take  care  to  inform* himself,  not  only  of  the  nature, 
but  of  the  agreement  of  the  truth  which  the  gospel  pre¬ 
sents.  This  is  the  proper  course  in  the  study  and  leaching 
of  the  sciences,  and  is  equally  proper  in  the  administration 
of  the  w  ord  of  life.  Wc  live  not  in  an  age  of  miracles  ;  we 
do  not  receive  religious  knowledge  intuitively  ;  we  have  no 
authority  to  depend  Ufxm  visions  or  immediate  revelations 
of  any  kind.  Yet  hoiv  many  enter  the  ministry  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that,  they  consider  inves¬ 
tigation  and  reflection  as  useless.  They  would  scem^to  ex¬ 
alt  the  character  of  the  gospel  by  asserting  its  simplicit^^ 
and  by  announcing  with  Yvhat  case  it  may  be  understood 
and  jjroclaimcd  ;  but  they  really  degrade  it,  tvhen  they  in*. 
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tirriate,  that  it  demands  not  the  active  exercise  of  the  men¬ 
tal  powers,  to  perceive,  to  compare,  and  to  arrange  its  truths. 
When  we  ilnd,  that  preachers  of  this  description  treat  their 
subjects  in  a  connected  and  luminous  way,  and  when  wc 
perceive  that  their  discourses  atfect  the  understanding  and 
the  judgment,  we  may  be  willing  to  retract  our  present  opin¬ 
ion  ;  but  this  we  have  rarely  if  ever  seen  ;  and  when  any 
thing  like  it  Is  observed,  it  must  be  considered  as  an  excep¬ 
tion,  and  not  as  a  rule. 

It  is  true,  if  wc  intend  to  preach  only  one  distinguishing 
doctrine,  or  one  favorite  tenet,  we  may  spare  ourselves  the 
labor  of  much  intense  thought,  and  we  may  greatly  abridge 
(he  exercise  of  mind,  that  would  otherwise  be  necessary. 
In  this  case  wc  should  need  little  more  than  Jo  make  our¬ 
selves  ac({uainted  with  the  technical  phraseology  which  be¬ 
longs  to  the  sect  or  tenet  most  admired  ;  and  to  embody  the 
supposed  evidence  on  which  our  opinion  rests.  We  may 
then  proceed  like  common  empirics,  w'ho  prescribe  the  same 
treatment  in  all  diseases,  and  at  all  times.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  tediousness  and  unfruitfulncss  of  this  kind  of  preach¬ 
ing,  we  may  affirm  that,  the  gospel  docs  not  authorize  if. 
There  are  no  examples  in  the  nistory  of  religion  that  justi¬ 
fy  (he  practice.  1  he  gospel  embraces  a  vast  variety  of 
subjects.  It  is  a  connected  chtfin  of  important  truths,  all  of 
which  must  receive  attention,  if  a  minister  would  be  thor¬ 
oughly  furnished  onto  every  good  work.” 

In  proportion  as  the  young  preacher  is  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  evangelical  trutn,  he  will  adopt  a  serious  and 
solemn  manner  of  treating  the  subject  which  he  proposes  to 
discuss.  A  loose  and  light  manner  of  preaching,  calculated 
to  excite  levity  in  the  young  and  thoughtless,  w  ill  do  more 
for  infidelity  than  the  most  noted  authors  who  have  written 
to  support  it.  Such  authors  are  rend  by  but  few' ;  and  ol 
course  their  influence  is  comparatively  limited.  That  kind 
of  discourse,  which  tends  to  produce  levity,  is  a  practical 
burlesque  of  religion.  It  leaas  the  hearer  to  doubt  the  sin¬ 
cerity  even  of  the.preacher,  and  .to  suppose,  that,  religion  is 
valuable  only  as  a  source  of  amusement.  It  Axes  a  bad 
taste  ;  and  goes  to  subvert  the  design  of  the  gospel.  If  re¬ 
ligion  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  it  is  of  all  subjects  the  most 
serious.  It  can  receive  no  embellishment  from  human  wit ; 
and  every  attempt  to  give  currency  to  a  doctrine  by  “  tick¬ 
ling  little  minds  to  mirth  effuse”  is  an  outrage  upon  the 
character  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
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^  A  itill  small  voice.'* 


The  brief  sentence,  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this  arti* 
cle,  might  safely  be  used  as  a  motto  to  a  very  extensive  es¬ 
say  on  the  sobject  of  religion.  It  is  selected  from  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  the  prophet  Elijah,  and  seems  to  have  been  intended 
as  a  gentle  reproof  of  his  conduct  in  slaying  the  idolatrous 
prophets  of  Baal,  Elijah  had  been  “  very  jealous  for  the 
Lord  Grod  of  Hosts  he  was  doubtless  sincere  ;  but  his 
real,  though  honest,  might  have  been  too  fervid,  and  have 
led  bhn  to  do  what  reason  and  benevolence  would  not  justi¬ 
fy.  If  this  was  the  case,  as  we  have  cause  to  believe,  noth¬ 
ing  could  more  strikingly  reprehend  his  conduct,  than  the 
suTi’ime  scene  that  he  subsequently  witnessed ;  “  a  great 
and  strong  wind  rent  the  mountains,  and  brake  in  pieces  the 
rocks,  before  the  Lord,  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind  ; 
and  after  the  wind  an  earthquake,  but  the  Lord  was  not  in 
the  earthquake  ;  and  after  the  earthquake  a  fire,  but  the 
Lord  was  not  in  the  fire  ;  and  after  the  fire,  a  still  small 
voice.”  The  man  of  sensibility  and  reflection  will  readily 
perceive  the  character  and  moral  of  this  imagery,  and  make 
The  application  to  the  case,  as  we  have  briefly  stated  it. 

But  wc  may  carry  our  observations  still  further,  and  give 
more  extensive  application  to  the  sentiment  before  us.  With 
many  persons,  the  violence  of  religious  exercises  is  the  test 
of  their  value  and  importance.  If  the  Lord  be  not  in  the 
wind,  the  earthquake,  or  the  fire,  they  expect  not  to  find 
him  ;  and  they  are  disposed  to  deny  his  being  present  with 
any  who  are  not  powerfully  exercised  in  the  manner  which 
they  consider  necessary,  to  form  the  Christian  character. 
Wc  cheerfully  admit  that  such  persons  may  be  sincere  ;  wc 
are  disposed  to  admit  that,  they  arc  in  general,  honest,  well- 
meaning  Christians.  But  still,  we  conceive,  that  they  strange  ¬ 
ly  mistake  the  character  of  religion.  Vou  must  be  almost 
incessantly  employed  in  what  are  called  the  exercises  of  it- 
ligion  ;  you  must  be  willing  to  permit  conferences  and 
prayer-meetings  to  interfere  with  yoiir  usual  avocations, 
even  to  your  injury  ;  you  must  pray  and  exhort  in  a  loutl 
voice  ;  you  must  exhibit  proof  of  considerable  agitation,  and 
express  groat  fer^'^or  and  zeal,  or  yon  will  not  pass  for  a  tn:- 
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iy  regenerate  person.  It  ought  to  be  considered,  however, 
that  in  these  views  men  arc  liable  to  be  mistaken,  and  what 
is  worse,  their  mistakes  will  lead  to  injurious  consequences. 
The  cause  of  religion  is  often  injured  by  the  practices  we 
have  mentioned.  The  man,  who  regularly  attends  to  the 
common  concerns  of  life,  is  then  as  much  in  the  way  of  hit 
duty,  as  when  be  worships  in  the  bouse  of  God.  Kcligion 
is  the  rule  of  life  ;  its  spirit  must  enter  into  all  exercises  and 
employments,  and  characterize  every  action.  We  are  pica?- 
cd  to  observe  proofs  of  seriousness  and  reflection  ;  it  is  grat> 
ifying  to  see  the  services  of  religion  performed  with  life  and 
zeal  ;  but  that  zeal  should  be  tempered  with  knowledge, 
and  chastened  by  judgment^  The  ferment  of  the  passions 
has  no  connexion  with  the  zeal  which  the  gptpt'l  recom* 
mends.  Enthusiasm  bears  no  nearer  relation  to  religion, 
than  insanity.  Every  one  ought  to  know,  that,  to  affect  the 
passions,  to  agitate  the  feelings,  and  to  produce  violent  emo- 
lions,  are,  in  many  cases,  things  not  very  difhcultto  accom¬ 
plish.  Why  then  should  we  attribute  to  the  immediate  agen¬ 
cy  of  the  spirit  of  God,  that  which  may  so  easily  be  produ¬ 
ced  by  means  merely  human  ? 

The  kingdom  of  God  cometh  not  w  ith  observation.  The 
seed  of  grace  “springeth  and  groweth  up,  we  know  not 
how.”  Jt  was  not  intended,  that  religion  should  produce 
noise  and  clamor  ;  nor  that  such  as  imbibe  its  spirit  should 
be  distinguished  by  that  which  is  no  real  evidence  of  moral 
virtue.  The  spirit  of  religion  subdues  the  passions,  elevates 
reason,  enlightens  the  mind,  and  reforms  the  heart.  Her 
kind  and  benignant  office  is  suited  to  the  inward  sigh  of  the 
contrite  heart,  to  the  silent  tear  of  repentance,  to  the  secret 
unostentatious  prayer  of  the  humble,  to  the  soft  meanings  of 
the  midnight  hour,  and  to  the  cheerful  glow  of  gratitude  and 
love  that  illumes  the  face  of  the  Christian.  And  w  hether 
she  speaks  in  rebuke,  or  utters  the  language  of  peace,  hers 
is  “  a  still,  small  voice.” 

ISrcHlcnt  .Senttmenu. 

A  writer,  who  has  labored  to  convince  his  readers,  that 
ihe  connexion  between  church  and  state  is  unnatural,  cal- 
'.ulated  to  injure  the  interests  of  religion,  and  subversive  of 
its  original  design,  closes  his  remarks  in  the  following  beau- 
ilul  and  impressive  language  : 
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“  In  this  number  I  have  taken  the  spiritual  ground  ot  the 
New  Testament.  He  who  comes  to  this  ground  with  a 
rrown  on  his  head,  must  come  bowing  lowly  to  the  crown 
of  thorns  on  the  head  of  his  Saviour.  He,  who  comes  here 
with  a  mitre  and  lawn  sleeves,  must  acknowledge  the  supe¬ 
rior  Majesty  of  the  robes  of  the  Redeemer’s  righteousness. 
He,  who  comes  here  with  volumes  of  his  own  wisdom,  must 
acknowledge  the  superior  wisdom  of  him  who  was  wiser 
than  Solomon.  Kings  must  bow  before  the  king  of  kings, 
princes  before  the  prince  of  peace,  prelates  before  the  high 
priest  of  the  church,  leaders  of  armies  before  the  captain  of 
salvation,  fathers  of  families  before  the  universal  father,  and 
children  before  the  babe  of  Bethlehem.  Every  expectant 
of  immortality  must  do  sincere  homage  to  him  who  was  laid 
in  the  grave,  and  who  arose  from  the  dead ;  and  captives 
must  look  for  redemption  to  him  who  led  captivity  captive, 
and  who,  in  his  triumphant  ascent  to  Heaven  gave  gifts  un¬ 
to  men.  The  riches  of  this  world  must  yield  to  the  treas¬ 
ures  laid  up  in  heaven  ;  the  luxuries  of  earthly  tables  to 
the  bread  and  water  of  everlasting  life,  and  the  dearest  con¬ 
nexions  on  earth  to  love  for  him,  who  is  fairer  than  the  chih 
dren  of  men.  The  graves  must  open  to  receive  our  depart¬ 
ed  friends,  our  confidence  must  be  placed  in  the  father  of 
the  orphan  and  the  husband  of  the  widow,  and  all  our  af¬ 
fections  supremely  centered  in  that  world,  where  tears  shall 
be  wiped  from  every  eye. 

This  is  a  transient  view  of  the  affections,  which  must 
characterize  every  man  who  is  moved  by  the  spirit  of  the 
gospel.  He,  who  feels  this  spirit  will  not  be  loud  in  profes¬ 
sions,  nor  ostentatious  in  services.  If  he  is  pious,  it  will  be 
known  in  heaven  ;  if  he  is  sincere,  it  wdll  be  recorded  ;  if 
in  faith  he  gives  even  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  a  disciple,  he 
will  not  lose  his  reward  ;  if  he  is  persecuted,  his  season  of 
rejoicing  is  at  hand  ;  if  men  despise  him,  if  poverty,  revil- 
ings,  and  perils  assail  him,  he  goes  where  he  will  be  held  in 
honor,  and  whore  all  distress  and  danger  are  unknown. 
Are  infidels  on  every  side  ?  He  commends  them  to  the 
light  of  truth.  Do  men  charge  him  with  hypocrisy  ?  But 
that  God  who  searches  the  heart,  and  tries  the  reins,  knows 
his  sincerit3’’,  and  will  lead  him  in  the  way  everlasting. 
Are  there  seasons,  when  the  powers  of  darkness  press  hard 
on  the  church  ?  But  his  Redeemer  liveth,  wonderful  in 
cQunsel,  mighty  in  power,  and  will  sustain  his  cause.*’ 
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For  the  Repertory, 

%  l.rttrr 

JIDDRESSKD  TO  A  BROTHER  AND  SISTER  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  AS  IN¬ 
TERESTING  son. 

My  Christian  friends,  though  you  arc  deeply  and  tender¬ 
ly  afflicted,  yet  I  entreat  you,  for  your  own  peace  and  the 
honor  of  your  Christian  profession,  not  to  harbor  for  a  sin¬ 
gle  moment  the  idea  that  your  case  is  beyond  the  rearh  of 
comfort.  You  have  lost  a  lovely  infant  son,  around  whom 
your  affections  wound  themselves  closely,  and  on  whom  you 
had  already  built  many  fond  hopes  ;  but  what  do  I  say, 
lost !  lost  for  ever  to  your  eyes,  your  bosoms,  and  your 
hopes — lost  to  earth,  and  to  heaven  !  If  so,  then  indeed 
would  there  be  no  comfort  for  you,  except  the  miserable  re¬ 
lief  of  insensibility  and  forgetfulness — if  his  sprightly  form 
has  perished  for  ever,  the  lustre  of  his  eyes  be  faefed,  and 
the  fire  kindled  up  by  heaven  in  his  spirit  is  extinguished, 
never  to  be  rekindfhd — if  he  is  to  sleep  for  ever  in  the  damp¬ 
ness  of  the  grave,  or  w'hat  is  still  more  dreadful,  if  he  is  to 
dw’ell  with  everlasting  burnings,  because  God  has  from  eter¬ 
nity  reprobated  him,  or  as  a  punishment  for  your  own 
sins  ;  then  surely  bitterness  will  drink  up  all  your  spirits, 
and  your  souls  find  no  comfort.  How  very  different  from 
this  is  the  language  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  suffer  little 
children  to  come  unto  me,  for  of  such  arc  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven.”  There  angels  do  always  behold  the  face  of  your 
Father  which  is  in  Heaven,  and  “  in  the  mouths  of  babes 
and  sucklings  shall  be  perfected  the  praise  of  the  Lord.” 
Consider  the  darling  of  your  hearts,  as  not  lost,  but  gone 
before  you  to  the  bosom  of  God,  the  presence  of  Jesus,  the 
company  of  Angels,  and  the  bliss  of  Heaven  ;  and  be  com¬ 
forted  in  the  reficction,  that  he  has  escaped  the  afflictions 
that  rend  your  hearts,  and  the  numerous  troubles  which  arc 
incident  to  our  earthly  pilgrimage,  and  that  long  before 
you  took  an  interest  in  his  being  or  happiness,  your  blessed 
friend  and  Saviour  contemplated  his  tender  age  and  infan¬ 
tile  sufferings  ;  tasted  for  him  the  death  of  the  Cross,  and 
prepared  him  a  place  among  the  glorified — you  will  hence¬ 
forth  accustom  yourselves  to  think  of  him  not  as  he  w'as  on 
earth,  struggling  with  pain,  disease  and  death  ;  but  as  he  is 
in  heaven,  triumphing  in  a  Saviour's  grace,  and  rejoicing  in 
the  approaching  happy  moment  when  you  shalt  see  the  re. 
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ward  of  all  you  have  sufiered  on  his  account,  and  join  hiin 
in  celebrating  the  praise  of  the  babe  of  Bethlehem,  in  death¬ 
less  hymns  of  eternal  salvation.  Let  the  hope  of  this,  com¬ 
fort  your  spirits,  and  hush  to  peaceful  silence  every  rising 
murmur  of  your  bereaved  hearts,  till  its  fulness  of  bliss  be 
realized,  and  no  grief  remain.  Let  this  bereavement  im¬ 
press  on  your  minds  a  deeper  feeling  that  all  our  earthy 
comforts  and  Joys  come  from  the  God  of  infinite  goodness 
and  mercy,  are  lent  us  Only  for  a  season,  and  are  at  all 
times  at  his  divine  disposal  ;  and  thereby  increase  yOur 
gratitude  for  those  blessings  that  remain  to  you.  May  it  be 
sanctified  to  you  for  your  more  perfect  submission,  to  the 
will  of  God,  your  heavenly  Father,  at  whose  command  you 
must  finally  resign  the  world,  with  all  its  interests,  hopes, 
and  joys  ;  yea,  your  very  breath  and  life.  May  it  enliven 
and  strengthen  your  faith  and  love  to  Christ  Jesus,  and  the 
Gospel  of  his  grace,  by  which  alone  we  have  hope  that 
death  will  be  swallowed  up  in  victory,  tears  wiped  kindly 
from  olT  of  all  faces,  and  all  parents  and  children  finally 
meet  and  live  for  ever  in  the  paradise  of  God. 

Yours  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 

Christiah  Friend. 


Extracts 


For  tfie  Repertory, 


MR.  EDITOR, 

As  the  following  extracts  from  the  introduction  to  the 
thirty-first  and  the  conclusion  of  the  thirty-second  Lectures 
of  the  late  Mr.  Winchester,  on  the  final  restoration  of  all 
men  to  perfection  and  glory,  allude  to  the  foundation  of  our 
most  holy  and  precious  faith,  which  hath  made  so  many 
thousands  happy  in  life,  and  triumphant  in  death  j  as  they 
express  the  motives  of  that  worthy  man,  and  faithful  servant 
of  Christ  in  publishing  and  defending  it;  and  also  show  the 
genuine  influence  which  this  faith  will  finally  have  upon  all 
hearts,  and  the  glory  it  will  for  ever  procure  to  God  and 
the  Lamb,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  afford  profitable  re¬ 
flections  to  many ;  so  if  you  think  proper  to  insert  them  in 
your  useful  paper,  you  wall  oblige  Jj  Christian  Friend* 

These  things  I  have  considered  in  the  two  preceding  Lec¬ 
tures,  and  1  really  think,  for  my  own  part,  that  if  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  of  divine  truth  dfl’orded  no  other  evidence  of  this 
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glorious  doctrine,  the  universal  restoration,  than  what  is 
Vound  in  the  two  last  chapters  of  the  Ilcvelation  of  St.  John, 
there  is  enough  to  lay  a  foundation  for  our  faith  and  hope 
in  this  matter,  and  es|)ccially  as  (lod  commanded  those 
words  to  be  written  in  particular,  and  gave  them  the  epithet 
q{  faithful  and  true  say  ins's. 

Bui  we  have  no  need  to  confine  ourselves  to  these  chap¬ 
ters,  nor  to  this  f)Ook ;  for  the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all 
things  shall  come,  of  which  St.  Peter  informs  us,  that  ‘‘God 
hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  his  holy  prophets  since  the 
world  began:”  Acts  iii,  ‘21.  And  this  glorious  purpose  of 
God,  being  that  which  he  hath  had  in  view  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  and  seeing  that  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  both 
to  the  honor  of  the  great  Creator,  and  the  happiness  of  his 
creatures,  we  may  expect  to  find  the  knowledge  of  it  com¬ 
municated  to  men  through  all  the  sacred  writings,  beginning 
with  the  first  display  of  the  light  of  the  gospel,  and  opening 
and  increasing  as  that  increased.  F or  this  purpose  let  us  care¬ 
fully  and  candidly  survey  the  prophetic  writings  upon  this 
subject,  beginning  with  Moses  and  coming  down  to  St.  John; 
one  leading  the  van,  and  the  other  bringing  up  the  rear. 
And  if  we  find  that  the  plain  sense  of  prophecy  bids  us  look 
for  the  restoration  of  all  mankind  at  last,  to  a  state  of  sul>- 
jeclion  to  God,  and  consccjuently  deliverance  from  sin  and 
its  consequences,  and  a  return  to  holiness  and  happiness, 
let  us  not  reject  the  idea  because  it  has  not  been  generally 
received  by  mankind,  but  rejoice  and  give  praise  to  God, 
who  hath  revealed  it  for  our  comfort  and  satisfaction. 

As  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  that  ail  creatures  with¬ 
out  exception  shall  praise  God,  and  ascribe  to  him  the  glory 
due  to  his  name ;  therefore  I  conclude  with  the  highest  de¬ 
gree  of  moral  certainty  that  sin,  sorrow,  misery,  pain,  and 
ail  kinds  of  death  must  have  an  end,  and  all  rational  intelli¬ 
gences  be  reclaimed,  and  restored  to  the  favor  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  God  ;  and  shall  praise  him  through  all  ages  in  the 
noblest  strains  of  gratitude  and  love. 

I  shall  conclude  this  Lecture  w  ith  the  w  ords  of  the  pious 
and  ingenious  Mr.  Brooke,  in  his  elegant  and  entertaining 
work,  called  The  Fool  of  Quality. 

“  And  thus,  on  the  grand  and  final  consummation,  when 
every  will  shall  be  sulnlued  to  the  will  of  good  to  all,  our 
Jesus  will  take  in  hand  the  resigned  chordage  of  our  hearts; 
he  will  tunc  them  as  so  many  instruments,  to  the  song  of  his 
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own  spnfinicnts,  and  will  touch  them  with  the  finger  of  his 
own  divine  feelings.  Then  shall  the  wisdom,  the  might, 
and  the  goodness  of  our  God,  Ijecome  the  w'isdom,  might, 
and  goodness  of  all  his  intelligent  creatures;  the  happiness 
of  each  shall  multiply  anrd  overflow  in  the  w  ishes  and  parti¬ 
cipation  of  the  happiness  of  all ;  the  universe  sliall  begin  to 
sound  w'ith  the  song  of  congratulation ;  and  all  voices  shall 
break  forth  in  an  eternal  hallelujah  of  praise,  transcending 
praise,  and  glory,  transcending  glory,  to  God  and  the  Lamb! 
There  shall  be  no  lapse  thenceforward,  no  falling  away  for 
ever;  Ijut  God  in  his  Christ,  and  Christ  in  his  redeemed,, 
shall  he  a  will  and  a  wisdom,  and  an  aclion  and  a  mighti¬ 
ness,  and  a  goodness  and  a  graciousness,  and  a  glory  rising 
on  glory,  and  a  blessing  rising  on  blessedness  through  an 
r\’t;r  begitining  to  a  nevrr  ceding  Kterrnty.” 


From  in  Acdemical  Kxercin,  ty  Morgan  Edicardt,  A.  M. 

Haitit  ifttrtirlttrs. 

NEW  HEAVEN. 

By  w  hich  I  understand  the  atmosphere  that  will  surround 
the  new  earth.  The  present  atmosphere  is  often  called 
heaven,  and  heavens,  in  the  plural :  the  reason  of  the  plural 
is  obvious ;  for  heterogeneous  matters  lloat  in  the  air  in  dif¬ 
ferent  altitudes,  and  so  divide  it  into  regions:  but  the  at¬ 
mosphere  of  the  new'  earth  will  be  homogeneous,  and  there¬ 
fore  pure  and  serene;  because  free  from  those  noxious  vapors 
which  cause  thur^er  ;and  storms,  nay  cause  sickness  and 
death ;  for  we  often  draWjin  l)Oth  with  our  breath ;  there¬ 
fore  John  speaks  of  it  in  the  singular  number,  new  heaven: 
and  so  would  Peter  and  Isaiah  had  they  seen  it  as  St.  John 
had.  What  fine  air  will  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  earth 
breathe  in  !  and  consecpicntly,  how  fine  their  weather  !  I'hc 
fable  of  the  halcyon  days  will  then  be  fact!  You  sec.  Sir, 
that  1  have  confined  my  notion  of  the  new  heaven  and  the 
old  heaven,  to  the  atmospheres  of  their  respective  earths ; 
because  no  other  heaven  i>elongs  to  this  earth,  either  in  its 
past,  present,  or  future  state.  1  come  now  to  the 

NEW  EARTH. 

Concerning  which  St.  John's  account  affords  us  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarks,  (1.)  It  w  ill  owe  its  extraordinary  quality  to 
’fhc  mighty  power  of  God,  “  I  make  all  things  new,”  Revk 
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xxi,  5,  Isaiah  uses  a  stronger  expression,  “  I  cnate  naw 
heavens  and  a  new  earth,”  Ixv,  1 7.  One  would  think  by  this, 
that  the  old  earth  is  to  be  annihilated  in  the  tire  mentioned 
just  before  in  my  text :  but  this  is  not  credible ;  for  lire  an¬ 
nihilates  nothing,  and  is  itself  but  matter  put  into  bri.^k  mo¬ 
tion,  as  we  sec  by  many  accidents  in  conmion  life;  the  mat¬ 
ter  therefore  of  the  old  heaven  and  old  earth  will  remain, 
to  an  atom,  after  the  fire  has  had  its  will  of  it;  of  which 
God  will  form  the  ncw\  Nor  does  the  word  creaU  fi>rbid 
such  a  notion ;  for  though  it  properly  signifu's  “  making 
something  [to  be,  that  had  no  existence  before,”]  yet  in  tin: 
writings  of  the  prophets  and  apostles  it  often  signifies  no 
more  than  to  give  things  that  did  previously  exist,  some 
new'  form  or  quality so  God  formed  dust  and  a  rib  int«> 
man  and  woman,  and  called  it  the  creation  of  Adam  anil 
Kve  :  so  he  makes  a  saint  of  a  sinner,  and  calls  him  a  ruv) 
creature  :  just  so  in  case  of  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth  ; 
they  will  rise,  like  the  I’hocnix,  from  the  ashes  of  the  old^ 
and  that  refined  like  gold  out  of  the  furnace.  O  glorious 
earth !  Blessed  habitation  for  glorified  saints !  The  first 
earth  in  its  pristine  state  was  not  equal  to  it!  That  was  to 
be  broken  with  floods  and  dissolved  with  fire ;  but  this  is  li> 
last  for  ever,  and  therefore  put  otT  of  hand  with  exquisite 
finishing ! 

INflABITANTS  OF  THE  NEW  EARTH. 

And  they  are  righteous  persons,  as  appears  by  one  clause 
in  my  text, — ‘‘  wherein  dwclleth  righteousness  the  abstract 
for  the  concrete,  to  denote  perfection  in  righteousness.  Some 
of  the  dwellers  on  the  old  earth  are  righteous,  but  not  per- 
frctly^o:  the  raised  and  changed  persons  in  the  Millenitici 
Karth  will  be  perfectly  righteous :  not  so  the  rest  of  the 
inhabitants.  But  no  unrighteousness  will  stick  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  New  Earth.  So  holy  w  ill  it  and  its  inhat' 
itants  be,  that  the  Father,  and  Christ,  and  .Angels  will  dwclJ 
with  them.  VVe  have  heard  of  a  heaven  on  earth  ;  but  now 
we  sec  earth  itself  become  a  heaven  ;  holy  saints,  holy  an¬ 
gels,  the  holy  Jesus,  and  the  holy  Father  altogether  upon 
earth  !  VVe  see  earth  made  perfect  at  last !  air  rwadepure  I 
and  sustenance  refined  to  the  uttermost  !  fruits  of  liu;  for 
food  !  and  ufjua  litie  for  drink  !  O  happiness  beyond  com¬ 
pare  !  Who  would  not  be  a  saint  iu  a  prompt'd  of  such  pro¬ 
fusion  of  jiappincss  ? 


EVANGELICAL  REPERTORY. 

POETRY. 

Srrusalcm.  — From  a  drawing. 

.And  sirst  thou  there,  Oh  lost  Jerusalem  ! 

Bow'd  down,  yet  somethinc;  still  of  roya  1  state 
Ennobling  thee  in  ruin.'  Thee  the  weight 
Of  age  regards  not :  thou  art  as  the  gem 
Undiium'd  by  time — yet  is  the  diadem 

And  thrones,  that  made  thee  like  the  common 
great 

All  perished,  and  thy  people  desolate  ; 

Thy  holiness  a  scoff,  thy  power  a  dream ! 

'I'he  arm  of  the  Omuipotent  is  on 
Thy  guiltiness;  a  living  death  art  thou, 

An  all-enduring  miracle  ;  for  God, 

Hath  set,  in  record  o(f  his  slaughter'd  Son 
His  ineffaceable  seal  upon  thy  brow. 

And  curs'd  the  land  a  dying  Saviour  trod 


&tac  fn  the  35ast. 


Hail  thou  blest  morn  !  when  the  great  Mediator 
Down  from  the  regions  of  glory  descends. 
Shepherds,  go  worship  the  babe  in  the  manger, 
Lo  ;  for  his  guard  the  bright  angels  attend. 
Brightest  and  best  of  the  suns  of  the  morning. 
Shine  on  our  darkness  and  lend  us  thine  aid^ 
Star  in  the  East  the  horizon  adorning. 

Guide  where  our  infant  Redeemer  is  laid. 

Cold  in  his  cradle  the  dew-drops  are  shining. 

Low  lies  his  bed  with  the  beasts  of  the  stall ; 
Angels  adore  him  in  slumber  reclining. 

Parent  and  Monarch  and  Saviour  of  all. 
Brightest  and  best,  Sic. 

Say,  shall  we  yield  him,  in  costly  devotion, 
Odours  of  Eden  and  offerings  divine — 

Gems  of  the  mountain  and  pearls  from  the  ocean, 
Myrrh  from  the  forest  and  gold  from  the  mine. 
Brightest  and  best,  &:c. 

Vainly  we  offer  each  ample  oblation  ; 

Vainly  with  gold  we  his  favor  secure  ; 

Richer  by  far  is  the  heart's  adoration  ; 

Dearer  to  God  are  the  prayers  of  the  poor. 
Brightest  and  best,  &c. 


»^'HARI  E3  CROCKER,  FKINTER,  NO.  1,  DOCK  SQUARE,  BOSTON. 


